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REMARKS 

Claims 7-14 are in this application. By this amendment, claims 1-6 have been canceled, 
and claims 7-14 have been added. No new matter is added. 

The Substitute Specification is provided in response to the Examiner's requirement, to be 
in idiomatic English and in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .52(a) and (b). No new matter is added. 

Support for the new claims is found in claims 1-3 as originally presented, the original 
specification (most particularly page 4, lines 4-11), the Substitute Specification to the extent of 
changes in terminology, and Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings. 

REJECTION UNDER 35 U.S.C. 102 

Claims 1-6 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by the Man '575 
reference. It was suggested that the Man reference discloses every element of each of the 
previously pending claims. These rejections are believed to be no longer appropriate in view of 
the amendment canceling claims 1-6 and substituting new claims 7-14 to more clearly define 
Applicant's invention. 

The applied Reference 

More particularly, the Man reference discloses a lighter having a first movable member 
for opening a gas valve and activating an igniting means, and a second movable member that 
blocks movement of the first movable member unless it is pivoted from its blocking position, 
wherein finger operation of the second movable member involves finger manipulation in the 
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same or similar direction as that for operation of the first movable member. As stated at Col. 11, 

lines 37-42 and 48-60: 

"As shown in FIG. 2a, the thrust force applied by the user is shown by the arrow Fl, 
which is initially disposed at least horizontally, the user in fact automatically being able to apply 
to the bearing portion of said safety member 32 a force along a direction forming a slight tilt to 
the horizontal. 

As shown in FIG. 2b, when the pivoting motion of the safety member has been 
completed, the force applied by the user to the safety member ... is applied along an axis 
forming an even greater tilt than previously to the horizontal, thereby facilitating the application 
of a second force F2 applied along longitudinal direction ZZ' to displace th actuator from its rest 
position.". 

Although a bit confusing, it is apparent that this lighter of Man is operated by initially 
applying a more or less horizontal force on the safety member toward the main part of the 
actuator, then gradually shifting the application of pressure from horizontal (Fig. 2a) or angled 
downwardly (Fig. 2b) to a more or less vertical direction (Fig. 2c), which is accomplished most 
easily by advancing one's finger in a somewhat arcuate fashion. Further disclosed (See Figs. 6- 
13) is another embodiment in which operation of the safety member as well as the actuator is 
accomplished by downward forces only. 

Argument 

It is respectfully submitted that none of the references is in anticipation of Applicant's 

invention. As the CCPA has stated: 

"Rejections under 35 U.S.C. 102 are proper only where the claimed subject matter 
is identically disclosed or described in prior art (citation). In other words, to 
constitute an anticipation, all material elements recited in a claim must be found 
in one unit of prior art." In re Marshall, 198 USPQ 344, 346 (CCPA 1973). 
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It is clear that the Man reference that was cited by the Examiner nor any of the other 
references satisfies this test. Applicant emphasizes that as to the new independent claim 7, the 
references disclose nothing regarding "... movement of the second movable member to the 
unlock position thereof is by finger operation in a direction opposite to finger operation of the 
first movable member from the rest position." For example in the disclosed embodiment of 
Applicant's invention the exposed portion of the thumbwheel must be moved downwardly prior 
to the upward movement of the sliding button. Contrastingly, the lighter of Man is operable 
using a downwardly inclined force applied tangentially to the safety member followed by 
increasingly downward force applied to the actuator in a continuing advancement of the user's 
finger. The lighter of Man thus can not be in anticipation of Applicant's claimed invention in that 
only Applicant provides an igniter that is operable only in response to a reversal of finger 
movement. 

Moreover, these rejected claims are not rendered obvious by the references, in that none 
of the references, either alone or in combination, discloses or suggests Applicant's reversal of 
finger manipulation that is required to operate the claimed igniter. 

The dependent claims 8-14 are believed to distinguish over the prior art at least based on 
allowance of the independent claim 7 from which they depend, because they further limit 
allowable subject matter. 

Accordingly, it is believed that the rejection of claims 1-6, under 35 U.S.C. 102 has been 
overcome by the amendment and remarks; allowance thereof is respectfully requested. 

In view of the above, it is believed that this application, including each of the claims 7-14 
is in condition for allowance. Such allowance is respectfully requested. If for some reason the 
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Examiner considers otherwise, it is respectfully requested that a telephone call be placed to the 
undersigned so that issuance of a patent can be expedited. 



225 South Lake Avenue, 9 th Floor 
Pasadena, California 91101 
Tel: (626) 796-4000 
Fax: (626) 795-6321 
Email: Danton@usip .com 
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Respectfully submitted, 




SHELDON & MAK 



Danton K. Mak 
Reg. No. 31,695 



